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Synopsis

This collection effectively examines the strategic behaviour of key players in American politics,
showing that political actors, though motivated by their own interests, are governed by the
Constitution, the law, and institutional rules, as well as influenced by the strategies of others. In this
sixth edition of Principles and Practice of American Politics, the articles selected reflect the changing
federal-state relationship; the continuing debates over the polarization of the American electorate
and Congress; the role of media in influencing public views of politicians and issues; and the
ever-evolving state of civil rights and civil liberties. Each and every selection is artfully framed by
Kernell and Smith’s contextual headnotes and 7 of the readings are written specifically for the

volume. It’s the perfect companion volume for The Logic of American Politics.
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Customer Reviews

"l am pleased with Principles and Practice in American Politics, and my students are as well. It has
lots of different options per topic and does a good job of blending contemporary pieces with
classics." -- Logan Dancey "l use Principles and Practice as a reader to stimulate discussion and
encourage students to wrestle with some of the fundamental debates about how the political
process works. | also like to use it as a way to introduce students to empirical approaches to
answering questions about American government.” -- David Doherty "The best thing about
Principles and Practice is that it provides key excerpts from some of the most important political

science articles in American politics. A ten-page reading is much more productive for students than



the entire article, especially for undergrads." -- Aaron King, University of North Carolina at
Wilmington "I love Kernell and Smith. It helps me to connect the things that political scientists have

to say about politics with what students think they know about politics." -- Marc Hetherington

Samuel Kernell is professor of political science at the University of California, San Diego, where he
has taught since 1977. Previously, he taught at the University of Mississippi and the University of
Minnesota. Kernell’'s research interests focus on the presidency and American political history. His
previous books include Going Public: New Strategies of Presidential Leadership, 3rd edition; an
edited collection of essays, James Madison: The Theory and Practice of Republican Government;
and, with Gary C. Jacobson, The Logic of American Politics, 7th edition and Strategy and Choice in
Congressional Elections, 2nd edition. Steven S. Smith is professor of political science and director
of the Weidenbaum Center at Washington University in St. Louis. He has taught at the University of
Minnesota, Northwestern University, and George Washington University and has served as a
Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution. His research interests include American politics,
congressional politics, Russian politics, positive theories of politics, and theories of institutional
development. He is author or coauthor of Politics or Principle: Filibustering in the United States
(1997), Committees in Congress, 3rd edition (1997), The American Congress (2005), Call to Order:
Floor Politics in the House and Senate (1989), Managing Uncertainty in the House of
Representatives (1988), and The Politics of Institutional Choice: The Formation of the Russian State
Duma (2000).

good book need it for college

Great book. Great for anyone who is starting the process of learning about American Politics.

Great!
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